
     

 

Siskinites Weekly Post 
April 28th, 2017  

Room 6 Headlines 
Spring Extravaganza Dress Rehearsal and Show Times/Data (3rd to 5th grade) 
- Dress Rehearsal - Thursday May 25th- 1-3pm 
- Show – Friday May 26th – 1:30-3pm 

Caaspp Siskin ¾ schedule: Make sure your child gets to sleep early and has a healthy 
breakfast. Please be to school on time! AS you can see, we will begin testing first thing in 
the morning!   
5/1  
8:30-10:00 
CAT ELA 
Math PT practice in 
pairs in afternoon  

5/2 
8:30-10:00 
CAT ELA 
Math PT practice in 
pairs in afternoon  

5/3 
8:30-10:00 
CAT Math 

5/4 
10:30-12:00 
CAT Math  
ELA PT practice in 
pairs in afternoon  

5/5 
8:30-10:OO 
CAT Make-up 
 

5/8 
8:30-10:00 
CAT Make-up 
 
ELA PT practice in 
pairs in afternoon   

5/9 
8:30-10:00 
Math PT 
 
ELAPT practice in 
pairs in afternoon   

5/10 
8:30-10:00 
Math PT  
Section 1 

5/11 
10:30-12:00 
ELA PT 
Section 1 

5/12 
8:30-10:00 
ELA PT 
Section 2 

5/15  
8:30-10:00 
ELA PT  
Section 2 

5/16 
8:30-10:00 
PT Make-up 
Section 2 

5/17 
8:30-10:00 
Field Trip 
Open House  

5/18 
 
 

5/19 
8:30-10:00 
PT Make-up 
 

5/22  
8:30-10:00 
PT Make up  

5/23 
8:30-10:00 
Make up  

5/24 
8:30-10:00 
Make up  

5/25 
10:30-12 
Make up  

5/26 
8:30-10 
Any make up 

5/29 
No school 

5/30 
Make-up 

5/31 
Make-up 
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Fairy tale Debate Homework  
It’s clear that many children love the gory bits, trickery, evil, and magic in fairy tales.  And it’s clear 
that many parents don’t! A survey last year found that many parents reported that their children had 
been left in tears by the gruesome fate of Little Red Riding Hood. Some parents wouldn’t read 
Rumpelstiltskin to their children because it was about kidnapping and execution. And many parents 
felt that Cinderella was a bad role model for daughters because she did housework all day. What do 
you think? What is your opinion? Are fairy tales good or bad for children to read?    
 
To prepare for the group fairy tale debates back at school, choose one fairy tale to read for homework 
this week. 
 
After you read the story, you will need to decide which side of the argument/debate you are on! What 
is your opinion about fairy tales?  
 
Then, think of one or more reasons to support your opinion or claim that fairy tales are good or bad for 
children to read and defend your point of view with evidence from the story you read. Remember that 
a claim is your opinion or point of view about a given topic-your topic for homework is whether or not 
fairy tales are good or bad for children to read. 
 
You will need to cite at least one example from the fairy tale you have read as evidence to support 
each of your reasons or claims.  Remember to introduce your quote/citation and use quotation marks 
and comma punctuation. Below is an example of the outline and paragraph you will write after you 
finishing reading. 
 
My outline example:  
Story: Jack and the Beanstalk  
Opinion: Fairy tales are bad for children to read. 
Reason: Fairy tales are too scary for children!  
Evidence: In the story Jack in the Beanstalk the giant bellowed, "Fee! Fi! Fo! Fum! I smell the blood of 
an Englishman!"   
Explain why you chose quote: This quote shows that the giant wanted to eat Jack, which is really 
frightening to a child especially if they read the story in bed at night before they go to sleep. The story 
might cause them to have bad dreams! 
My flipside/ Conclusion: Fairy tales can teach important life lessons 
 
As a paragraph  
    I think fairy tales are bad for children to read. 
One reason I believe this is because fairy tales are too scary for children! For example in the story Jack 
in the Beanstalk the giant bellowed, "Fee! Fi! Fo! Fum! I smell the blood of an Englishman!"   
This quote shows that the giant wanted to eat Jack, which is really frightening to a child especially if 
they read the story in bed at night before they go to sleep. The story might cause them to have bad 
dreams! You might be thinking that there are some important life lessons to learn from this story, but I 
still think fairy tales are bad for children to read because they can be too scary.  
 
Back at school in your debate groups, you will use your reason or reasons and evidence to debate the 
question as a team.   
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Room 6 News 
 
Math 
Both 3rd and 4th graders have been continuing their normal math routine with Pearson Realize 
Investigations, but also been doing some of the practice and training tests for the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment that begins next week.  
In the Friday Post, you will find links to the practice and training tests so you can see what they are like 
and you can actually do them with their children. If you want, you can even try the 12th grade Smarter 
Balanced assessment! 
 
4th graders completed ordering fractions on a number line and then moved into ordering decimal 
numbers! They also had some initial lessons on adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions on a 
number line. 
 
3rd graders continued to make fraction cards, which will help them compare and order fractions! 
 
Reading and Writing 
It's all about the art of persuasion in room 6.  
Are fairy tales good or bad for children to read? 
Is television harmful or beneficial to children? 
What importance did your California Weekly Topic play in the Gold Rush? 
 
This week, I set the stage for the next ELA Unit: The Art of Opinion Writing.  During this unit, students 
will learn to read and analyze nonfiction sources that debate a single topic, make a claim that states 
their opinion, write a persuasive essay, and learn to participate in an oral debate. On Monday, I 
announced to the class:  
It’s clear that many children love the gory bits, trickery, evil, and magic in fairy tales.  And it’s clear 
that many parents don’t! A survey last year found that many parents reported that their children had 
been left in tears by the gruesome fate of Little Red Riding Hood. Some parents wouldn’t read 
Rumpelstiltskin to their children because it was about kidnapping and execution. And many parents felt 
that Cinderella was a bad role model for daughters because she did housework all day. What do you 
think? Are fairy tales good or bad for children to read? This week’s Family Project will prepare students 
to debate this topic! 
 
History 
California Dreamers Hall of Fame,  
4th graders continue to work in pairs reading CA Weekly to help gather information for their historical 
Jigsaw projects, which explore the important events, people, and places during the Gold Rush 
Era through Statehood. Fourth graders are also gathering information for their Timecast Portrait Projects 
about an historical person who has contributed to California’s history in some important way.  The essay 
component of the project will need to convince the class why the person they chose should be included 
in the "The California Dreamers Hall of Fame." 
 
3rd graders continue working on their historical interviews and diorama in preparation for their iMovie 
debuts! The third graders are typing their historical interviews to build keyboarding skills.  
 
Science 
3rd graders continue to work on experiments that explore force and motion. They learned about different 
bridge designs and used their knowledge of forces to engineer a strong bridge made of paper using coins 
as weight. Next week, they will start to write about how to make a strong boat using what they learned 
about force and motion, density, and water displacement during the experiments they conducted before 
Spring break, and this week.   
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Field trips and Special School and Classroom Events 

 

May Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

5/22/17 11:00-12:00 Marinship 
History  
SHS Class 
Visit 
 

At School Marinship WWII History 

5/17/17 9:00-2:00 Marine 
Science  
Institute 
Kid’s 
Coastal 
Clean-up 
Ocean 
Beach by 
the Chalet 

Bus Environmental Service 
Project 

June Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

6/2/17 
 

9:00-1:00 Marinship 
History  
SHS Trip 
 

Walking Marinship WWII History 

6/5/17 9:00-10:00 Sausalito 
Historical 
Society 
Award 
Ceremony – 
3rd grade 

MPR at WCA Timecast project presentation 

6/5/17 8:30-3:00 Sacramento 
State 
Capital Trip 

Bus/Carpool State Capital 

Fairy tale Debate Homework  
It’s clear that many children love the gory bits, trickery, evil, and magic in fairy tales.  And it’s clear 
that many parents don’t! A survey last year found that many parents reported that their children had 
been left in tears by the gruesome fate of Little Red Riding Hood. Some parents wouldn’t read 
Rumpelstiltskin to their children because it was about kidnapping and execution. And many parents 
felt that Cinderella was a bad role model for daughters because she did housework all day. What do 
you think? What is your opinion? Are fairy tales good or bad for children to read?    
 
To prepare for the group fairy tale debates back at school, choose one fairy tale to read for homework 
this week. 
 
After you read the story, you will need to decide which side of the argument/debate you are on! What 
is your opinion about fairy tales?  
 
Then, think of one or more reasons to support your opinion or claim that fairy tales are good or bad for 
children to read and defend your point of view with evidence from the story you read. Remember that 
a claim is your opinion or point of view about a given topic-your topic for homework is whether or not 
fairy tales are good or bad for children to read. 
 
You will need to cite at least one example from the fairy tale you have read as evidence to support 
each of your reasons or claims.  Remember to introduce your quote/citation and use quotation marks 
and comma punctuation. Below is an example of the outline and paragraph you will write after you 
finishing reading. The assignment, outline, and paragraph organizer are in your homework packet.  
 
My outline example:  
Story: Jack and the Beanstalk  
Opinion: Fairy tales are bad for children to read. 
Reason: Fairy tales are too scary for children!  
Evidence: In the story Jack in the Beanstalk the giant bellowed, "Fee! Fi! Fo! Fum! I smell the blood of 
an Englishman!"   
Explain why you chose quote: This quote shows that the giant wanted to eat Jack, which is really 
frightening to a child especially if they read the story in bed at night before they go to sleep. The story 
might cause them to have bad dreams! 
My flipside/ Conclusion: Fairy tales can teach important life lessons 
 
As a paragraph  
    I think fairy tales are bad for children to read. 
One reason I believe this is because fairy tales are too scary for children! For example in the story Jack 
in the Beanstalk the giant bellowed, "Fee! Fi! Fo! Fum! I smell the blood of an Englishman!"   
This quote shows that the giant wanted to eat Jack, which is really frightening to a child especially if 
they read the story in bed at night before they go to sleep. The story might cause them to have bad 
dreams! You might be thinking that there are some important life lessons to learn from this story, but I 
still think fairy tales are bad for children to read because they can be too scary.  
 
Back at school in your debate groups, you will use your reason or reasons and evidence to debate the 
question as a team.   
 
 



 

  5 

Homework Assignments 
• Assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
•Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and content 

Family Project: Fairy tale Debate Research; Each One Teach One-I sent home copies of 
experiments or projects with interested students 

Cursive: Capital Letters 
Rap and Rhyme Word Family of the Week: not this week 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion 
questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and 
record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News: Read and complete response sheets:  assigned this week 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW: online math at least 3 times a week 

 
Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling Beat contest 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
Username: student Google address 
Password: third12345 OR fourth12345 
Go to class; Go to assignments Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 
Scholastic News online: 3siskin; 4siskin 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  
 

Dance Mat Typing  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
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Reading Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• How to cite text as evidence in fiction and non-fiction 
Nonfiction Reading Strategies: boxes and bullets 
• Non-fiction text features 
• California Weekly (4th grade):Timecast Expert Jigsaw  
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings: Al Capone Does 
My Shirts and The Good Dog, Winn Dixie 
• Fairytales: multicultural, classic, modern/fractured 
• Character analysis  
• Zia Book Club (4th grade historical fiction) 
 

 

What are students doing and learning?  
• Fairy tale and TV debates 
•Stretching out facts with Power Partner 
sentences that adds supporting details 
• The Art of Opinion/Persuasive Writing 
• Revision and editing strategies 
• Non-fiction text features 
• Spelling Beat 
• Grammar Grid 
• Five Finger Main Idea and Supporting Details  
 

Writer’s Workshop 

Math Workshop 
 
What students doing and learning? 
Third Grade 
• CAASPP test practice 
• Fraction Concepts 
• Geo Dream Home Project 
Fourth Grade 
• CAASPP test practice 
• Fraction and decimal concepts 
• Geometry Town Project 
• Math literacy projects 
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Science 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Physical Science 
• Engineering Process, Force and Motion, water 
displacement, buoyancy  
 

What are students doing and learning? 
 
The Driving Question: 
What voices from the past deserve to be heard again?  
•Sausalito and Marin city residents and business people during the 
18th and 19th century (3rd) 
• CA Timecast Expert Jigsaw Project (4th) 
• 3rd grade historical diorama project 
•Timeline of California and local history that represents major 
events, influential people, and other important dates from the 
time of the first Californians, the Native American tribes, through 
the 21st century. 
 
 
 

Social Studies 
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Farm to the table with Barbara 
What are students doing and learning? 

 
A Beautiful Morning in the Garden 
Sunflower Sentry Garden is the magical place where kids dig and plant their 
crops, raise and cuddle their beloved hens and feast on the fruits of their 
labor. 
 
Dean and Dante holding hens - Our three young hens--Rocket, Rosie and 
Starlight each lay an egg a day--21 total eggs a week. For the kids, the most 
exciting thing is finding a warm, just laid egg to warm their cold hands. 
 
Addie with worms - Addie is the Queen of Worms in the garden. No one 
matches her talent for finding hundreds of fat wigglies everytime she starts 
to dig. 
 
Dante and the kids feeding chicken worms - Only Sunshine, the Warrior 
Queen of Sunflower Sentry Garden comes running when she sees a kid with a 
shovel. Worms! The other hens are carried and cuddled by the kids as they 
work--and are hand-fed worms as they dig. What a life! 
 
Sophie and Dante holding the hens - Happy, well-fed hens thrive on all those 
cuddles that they get when the kids work in the garden. 
 
Henry planting sunflower seeds - Tiny sunflower seeds will be 10-foot plants 
this summer. 
 
Addie and Dante planting seeds with chicken - These kids planted a variety of 
small red, orange and yellow sunflowers for bouquets. Rosie, the hen didn't 
understand why she couldn't eat the seeds when her favorite food is chicken 
scratch (seeds and grains). 
 
 


